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A Brief History of 
Willingham Action Group (WAG) 
Parish Plans were introduced by the Government in 2000 to allow us, country dwellers living in villages, 
to have a say in what we liked, what we disliked and what we wanted in our village. Willingham Parish 
Council instigated and paid for the Willingham Parish Plan in 2008 but most of the 68 volunteers who 
undertook the extensive village survey and collated the data and provided the report were not Councillors 
– a deliberate arrangement. The plan was laid out in chapters, dealing with a separate topic – housing, 
employment, transport, social amenities, etc. Each chapter had an introduction, results from the 
questionnaire that went to every household and key issues and proposals from that data.

Willingham Parish Council adopted the Plan but it had already become clear to some non-Council 
individuals on the Plan Committee that many of the recommendations such as ‘more social activities’ fell 
outside the remit of the Council. These individuals decided we needed a separate body to help carry out 
some parts of the Plan and so Willingham Action Group (WAG) was formed.

WAG was divided into three project groups to deal with social (WAGS), youth (WAGY) and Council 
matters (WAGC). 

WAGS took inspiration from Bill Kirkman’s first and most excellent chapter of the plan about the history 
of Willingham and the Feast. WAGS resurrected the notion of the Feast and last year there were 21 
separate Feast events catering for all ages held in Willingham. WAGS’ efforts have also seen the creation 
of a number of social groups including a photography, running and wine club.

WAGY sought to address youth facilities in the village with the provision of a youth club and a long 
term strategy to create a dedicated youth facility for the village. WAGY was eventually developed into 
a separate body with charitable status becoming the Willingham Youth Trust and the Trust has worked 
closely with the Willingham Parish Council to successfully fundraise to develop the storage facility at the 
Ploughman Hall into a dedicated Youth Centre for the village. The Trust now lease this facility from the 
Council and are keen to develop a number of youth facilities and events.

WAGC reintroduced the Neighbourhood Watch and trying to address speeding issues in the village, 
operating a SpeedWatch group and supporting the Parish Council where it can on this issue.

A couple of new arms sprang up within WAG over time – WAG Enviro Group who were keen to address 
some of the issues raised about the local environment and green spaces. Through their keen work and 
fundraising, the village has benefitted from litter picks, the waste electrical and electronic equipment 
collection for recycling (WEEE), the creation of a community orchard on Earith Road and tree planting 
throughout the village.

The newest arm was the Leisure & Amenities Group, founded when a group of local mums approached 
WAG and the Willingham Parish Council about improving the play facilities in the village in 2011. 
Willingham Parish Council had already identified some funds for additions to the playground but utilising 
the WAG teams experience and enthusiasm, a working party was formed to look at accessing additional 
funding to bring an ambitious redevelopment project to the village was would be seen as a legacy 
project for the ever growing numbers of children and young people. This became the QEII Playing Fields 
redevelopment project.

If you are interested in getting involved with WAG and finding out how you can support these and future 
projects then please contact Mike Tidball at m.tidball@btinternet.com or talk to one of the team at the event.

A BIG THANKS TO:
For their generous donations for the Raffle – 

Marshall Aerospace
Allsorts Café

English Rose Beauty House
Bonnie Twiss
Will’s Flowers

The Duke
Passionate Flowers

Hempsals Farm
The Barbers on the High Street

For their amazing team sponsorship –
Imagen, Domino Printing UK, Hockeys, G Webb, FECA, 

Marshall Motor Group

For their fabulous help with everything else – 
The Bank, The Bushel Box, Tesco Bar Hill, Happy House, 

Highgate Farm Shop, Shepley Spring, the Willingham Co-op,
 WSA, Willingham Scouts, Target Print Limited, Willingham WI, 

Tom Miller, Sue and Howard Berry, the John Henry Group, 
Puddini, Allsorts Cafe
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Domino is proud to sponsor
Willingham QEII Playing Field

& Youth Centre

Eileen Wilson presents £1000 to David Aston, director of the 
choir at Cottenham Primary School. The PTCA, a member 
of FECA, applied for a grant towards their new piano, 
already loved by enthusiastic young pianists.

FECA is the Community Association 
for all Clubs, Groups and Societies 
in the Fen Edge villages: Cottenham, 
Rampton, Willingham, Landbeach  
and Waterbeach 

JOIN for just £15 or £20 a year
 
*  FREE coverage of your group’s activities in 

the Fen Edge News (3 issues a year – New 
Year, Spring/Summer and Autumn)

*  FREE use of the FECA website  
(www.fenedge.co.uk) to promote  
your group

* GRANTS to fund projects.

CONTACT
chairfenedge@gmail.com
Charity No: 293020

Fen Edge Community Association - supporting Willingham 
Action Group It’s A Knockout Family Fun Day 2016
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The QEII Playground 
redevelopment project

In 2011, the WAG Leisure and Amenities Team approached Willingham Parish Council to discuss how 
they could work together to develop much needed play facilities for the children and young people of the 
village. The Council had already identified some funds and were looking at how to spend them effectively. 

The WAG project team volunteers to undertake extensive community consultation with parents, 
toddler groups, the local primary school, the local guides, scouts and youth club attendees as well as 
questionnaires to Cottenham Village College and parents in the village. The results were collated into a 
design brief and Willingham Parish Council and the WAG project team worked together to identify a play 
specialist to create a project plan and scheme.

The objective was to re-develop the QEII Playing Field to provide a redeveloped play space that is 
exciting to use and enjoyed by children and young people between 0-18, and that meets the wishes / 
needs as identified in the consultations including:

 • A new under 5s area with age appropriate, safe and stimulating equipment and facilities

 • A 8-12 year area with challenging equipment and social fitness equipment that would test 
  and stimulate our users

 • A 12+ facility that would combine skate park elements and social exercising elements 

 • Provide an area that can be used as a gathering / social space for families

The WAG team worked with the Willingham Parish Council to identify external funds and undertook the 
research, community consultation and bid writing to bring in nearly £70,000 of external funds. This also 
included holding the first It’s A Knockout in 2014 which raised a staggering £8,000 towards the project.

Phase 1 opened in July 2015 and it has been enormously gratifying to all to see the increased use that 
the QEII Playground has seen. 

However, we haven’t forgotten the older children who were so enthusiastic about their desire to see 
a space for them to play and exercise. The Phase 2 scheme – which is the 12+ facility - is based on 
research about engaging teens, especially girls, with play and exercise by combining much-asked for 
skate park elements, a trampoline, teenage meeting furniture and social exercising equipment which 
combines exercise bikes and a rower.

The WAG team continue to work with Willingham Parish Council and we hope that this year’s It’s a 
Knockout will provide the community contribution that will unlock the remaining funds to complete the 
original project plan. Thank you so much for your support and we hope that you enjoy the results of it for 
years to come!

The WAG 
Project Team

Willingham 
P   ce

15 High Street, Willingham CB24 5ES

 01954 260331
Mon–Fri 08.30–18.00 Sat 08.30–17.30

•  All mail services, including special delivery
•  Travel - Currency, Money Cards and Insurance
•  Moneygram
•  Post Offi ce Gift Cards for most occasions
•  Passport Photographs
•  Passport Check and Send Service
•  Vehicle Tax
•  Financial Products – Insurance, ISA, Growth 

Bonds, Credit Cards and much more
•  Broad Band and Phone Packages, Phone Top-Ups
•  Bill payments

•  Free Cash withdrawls for most major Banks as 
well as Cash & Cheque Deposits

•  Photocopying and Laminating Service
•  Great range of Greeting Cards, Stationery and 

Pack & Post Items

Mon–Fri 08.30–18.00 Sat 08.30–15.30

• Document Certification Service

We provide an experienced wealth 
management service and offer specialist 
advice in a wide range of areas including:

• Investment planning     
• Retirement planning     
• Inheritance Tax planning

For further details contact 
James Tait on:

Email: james.tait@sjpp.co.uk     
Website: www.taitfinancialservices.co.uk

Tel: 01954 232183 
Mob: 07768 305151

A wealth of expertise on your doorstep

TAIT FINANCIAL SERVICES
WEALTH MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS
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The It’s A Knockout Raffle
Your chance to win a fantastic collection of prizes – all generously donated from our local 
businesses. The prizes include:

THE ORGANISING TEAM

WAG and WYT are both run by volunteers and we would 

like to take the opportunity to thank the following people 

without whom this event would 

not be possible.

Catherine Atkins • Alli Bode • Karen Chamberlain 

• Richard Fuller • Caroline Hyde • Amanda Kirk 

• Emma Mason • Prakash Nayee • Michael Tidball 

• Max Turvill • Bonnie Twiss • Caroline Stoneham

Also a huge thanks to all the volunteers who have offered 

up their time to help on the day, including:

Jess Llewelyn • Kathryn Wright • Hayley Glenn 

• Adam Alders • Daniella Mason Peacock

A beauty treatment from English Rose Beauty Salon
A beautiful bouquet from Will Flowers
Bottle of champagne
John Lewis vouchers
Bottle of Prosecco from The Duke
A haircut courtesy of the Barbers on the High Street
A voucher for a bouquet of flowers from Passionate Flowers
A hamper from Hempsals Farm
Delicious cake from Allsorts

A flight for two from Marshall Group

STANDARD ADVENTURE FLIGHTS FOR 
2 PEOPLE

An amazing treat, this Standard Adventure 
Flight lets you experience the excitement 
of flying one of our luxuriously equipped, 
modern touring aircraft. You don’t need any 
previous experience: you’ll be thoroughly 
briefed on all aspects of air safety by one of 
our highly experienced instructors, before 
zooming up, up and away!

Once airborne, you’ll receive a 
demonstration of the aircraft controls – and 
then it’s over to you. You’ll take control of 
the aircraft under the watchful eye of your 
instructor, your guest will be an observer in 
the back with the opportunity to take photos.
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It’s a Knock Out 2016

Timings for the Day

10:30am –  Team Registration
 Complete health & safety forms and warm up

11:00am –  Competition Starts
 There will be a childrens and an adult strand

1:00pm –  Break for lunch
 Don’t forget to check out the BBQ and the Beer Tent 
 
3:00pm –  Raffle Prize Draw

 Barrow of Beer Draw

4:00pm –  Approx Finish time with Prize Ceremony
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Childrens Teams
1.  Imagen All The People – sponsored by Imagen

2.  Willingham Wolves – sponsored by Imagen

3.  Born Ready (Willingham Scouts) – sponsored by  
 Marshall Motor Group

4.  The Willingham Guides – sponsored by G. Webb

5.  Flip Flops  
 (Cottenham Village College Duke of Edinburgh)  
 – sponsored by FECA

6.  The WAY Warriors (Waterbeach Action Youth)  
 – sponsored by FECA

7.  Teddy’s Tubbies 

8.  The Domino Effect – sponsored by Domino Printing

9.  Willingham Originalz (Willingham Youth Club)  
 – sponsored by John Henry

10.  Stiffkey Warriors

Adult & Mixed Teams
11.  Arcus Global

12.  Spandex Ballet

13.  We Don’t Need No Education (Willingham Primary  
 School Teachers & Governors)

14.  DarkTrace

15.  The Master Bakers

16.  The Master Bakers Come Again

17.  Serious Impact (Allia Future Business Centre)

18.  On A Wing And A Prayer (Willingham Baptist Church)

19.  Here’s One We Made Earlier

IT’S A KNOCKOUT 2016
INTRODUCING THE TEAMS
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they could work together to develop much needed play facilities for the children and young people of the 
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